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 Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application 2021

Scholarship Fund Amount: $0

Let's get to know you!

Please provide your work-related Twitter
contact information.

Please provide your work-related Facebook
contact information.

I have co-applicants: Yes

Best phone number to reach you at: +19727270470

Campus Vaughan Elementary School

Grade(s) Kindergarten;1;2;3;4;5;6

Additional Co-Applicants

Campus Vaughan Elementary School

Project Information

Are there any additional funds available for
this grant?

No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? Yes

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? No

Does your grant have a technology
component?

No

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your
grant addresses.

English Language Arts (Elementary) &
Dyslexia

How many students will be involved in this
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grant? 700

Name of Grant
Powerful Mirrors: Literature that Reflects Our

Diverse Community

Project Information Continued

Provide a brief summary for use on the
Foundation's website and social media.

The purchase of multicultural literature will
provide students much-needed access to a

diverse collection of stories written by diverse
authors with diverse characters. This literature
collection will encourage students to engage

with a text as well as foster a positive
self-identity when they can see themselves in
the stories they read. These books will also

support an understanding of global awareness
as students can learn not only about

themselves but about others around the world.
A multicultural library ultimately builds school

community and acceptance of others.

How will the project or program be
implemented? Describe activities and tasks.

Who is the target population and in what ways
will they benefit?

Books will be selected to appeal to a wide
range of readers and reading abilities. The

books will be stored in the library so all grade
levels have access. The books will be

implemented as a supplement to the current
reading curriculum. The reading curriculum
provides daily opportunities for students to
read independently or within small groups.

These high-interest, culturally responsive texts
will support students as they develop their

identity as it gives them a sense of belonging
and acceptance. These texts will also help
students develop a sense of empathy and

unity as well as develop an awareness of the
world. These texts along with light teacher

support will support students' development of
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension skills

along with building some of the skills required
of the 21st-century learner such as

collaboration, problem-solving, and critical
thinking.

Vaughan Elementary is blessed to have a
diverse population. We have over thirty

different languages represented in our school,
but we have a limited number of books that

feature diverse characters. In order for
students to connect with stories, it is critical for

students to see themselves in the texts they
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What is the problem, need or opportunity that
this grant will address? Describe the impact of

this project on your students.

read. Students are able to affirm their identity
and see themselves as part of humanity when
they can see their own lives and experiences
reflected in the texts they read. Purchasing
books by diverse authors whose stories are
centered around diverse characters will not

only help students see their own reflection in
stories, but it will also provide a window for

students to learn about others.

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project
support? Please provide 2 examples.

All English Language Arts and Reading TEKS
will be supported through this literature

collection. Some of the TEKS that will be
emphasized are listed below. 4.6(E)* make

connections to personal experiences, ideas in
other texts, and society. 4.8 Literary elements.
The student recognizes and analyzes literary

elements within and across increasingly
complex traditional, contemporary, classical,
and diverse literary texts. 4.9 Genres. The

student recognizes and analyzes
genrespecific characteristics, structures, and

purposes within and across increasingly
complex traditional, contemporary, classical,

and diverse texts.

Explain how this idea or project
enhances/supports Allen ISD curriculum or

existing systems.

A current and multicultural literature collection
supports students and teachers in many facets
of teaching and learning, ie. ELAR, Science,
and Social Studies. This literature collection
will also align with and support the Allen ISD

Library mission statement: The Allen ISD
library media program ensures that students
and staff are effective and ethical consumers

and producers of ideas, information, and
technology; empowering the learning

community to be critical thinkers, enthusiastic
readers, and lifelong learners.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

The program will be implemented during the
2021-2022 school year. This project will
continue to grow with additional grant

applications in order for our school to update
leveled books with high-interest, culturally

responsive texts. This project will be ongoing
as w

As students work through a small group
setting with a teacher, students will have their

own copy of a high interest, culturally
responsive text that is appropriate for their age



Page  of 4 5

What teaching methods will be used to
implement this project?

and reading level. Teachers may guide them
through the text and help students build

fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension skills.
Students will be engaged with texts that

naturally lead the students to making various
connections and engaging in meaningful

discussions. These connections and
discussions create meaningful reading

experiences for the students which ultimately
leads to deeper comprehension, a motivated

reader, and academic success.

What specific measurements will be used to
evaluate the effectiveness of the project?

The effectiveness of this project will be
measured and tracked through the

administration of the DRA-Developmental
Reading Assessment and the MAP

assessment. At the beginning of each school
year, all students are assessed with the DRA,

an assessment that determines a student's
independent reading level by evaluating a

student's fluency and comprehension skills.
The MAP test measures student achievement
and growth. As the year progresses and with

the implementation of these high-interest,
culturally responsive texts, teachers will be
able to track the growth and gains made by

the students.

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 1500.00

Almost done!

Additional Co-Applicants Set Number 1

Question Answer

First Name Alison

Last Name Smithwick
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Email alison.smithwick@allenisd.org

Campus Vaughan Elementary School

Grade: Kindergarten;1;2;3;4;5;6

Project Budget Set Number 1

Question Answer

Item Type Instructional Supplies or Resources

List item to be purchased under item category: Multicultural/Diverse Literature

Unit Cost 20

Quantity 75

Total cost of items in this category: 1500.00


